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Excellence in early childhood education
for deaf children and their families
Communication for lifelong learning

The things that we believe in and strive for:
Community

connection with and contribution to our community
Curiosity

to explore as the developmental building blocks to
learning

Perseverance

to overcome all challenges

Respect

for each other and our environment

Aurora School provides early intervention and school based programs for children
who are deaf or deaf-blind from the age of diagnosis in the first months of life to
six years of age.

Services are provided on the main school site at Blackburn South, at an annexe in
the grounds of Furlong Park School in Sunshine and through outreach services
across metropolitan and rural Victoria.

The early intervention service provides multidisciplinary support to parents in
their own homes. Professional inclusion support is also provided in child care and
kindergarten centres where deaf and deaf-blind children are enrolled. Small group
programs for children and their families (Early Learning and Mother Goose
Programs) operate in various locations across the state.

School based Early Education is available to deaf and deafblind children from 3
years of age. The school has continuous enrolment in Terms 1, 2 and 3.

Aurora School provides 3 and 4 year old preschool programs based on the
Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework and Foundation Level
programs based on the Victorian Curriculum.

Aurora School additionally operates an inclusive Bilingual Community
Kindergarten (ASCK) program throughout the week at the Blackburn South site,
ASCK offers 3 and 4 year old programs, to local community children and deaf and
deafblind children attending the Early Education Program

All programs are bilingual (English and Auslan) and use a range of communication
strategies, including visual supports to aid communication. The emphasis for our
deaf children is on developing communication, language and literacy in a positive
social environment.

Intent:

To work collaboratively and develop an effective whole school approach to ongoing
continuous improvement, resulting in improved outcomes for children in areas such
as well-being, inclusion and engagement.

Rationale:

If curriculum is planned and documented, assessment and pedagogical approaches
are shared, and professional learning is aligned to the goals in the SSP, then there will
be a positive impact on teaching and learning.

If children and families are part of a cohesive, inclusive and supportive school
community, then the conditions for continued development of a positive climate for

learning are optimised.

Focus:
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